SHWEBO DISTRICT
that when rain fails the woik is of little use, In a favourable year, on the other hand, it gets too full, and fear of a breach of the embankment occasionally makes it necessary to open the sluices, with the result that the water flows over and deluges the already inundated fields. The Shwebo Canal, opened in 1906, has been designed to draw a large quantity of water from the Mu; and as it will be possible to control it effectually, it should prove an invaluable irrigation work. The cost of the work was 51 lakhs, and the area irrigable is 295 square miles. The principal tanks are at Hladaw, Payan, Palaing, Kywezin, Gyogya, Yinba, Pindin, Kanthaya, Yatha, and Taze. Their catchment area, like that of the old Mu canal, is small, and they depend solely on the rainfall and the drainage from the adjacent country. At certain times they have a reserve of water which may prove really useful, but such occasions are very rare. In 1903-4 about 97 square miles, mostly under rice, were irrigated, Of this total, 18,800 acres obtained their water-supply from tanks, 5,000 acres from wells, and 39,100 acres from Government canals. These last had irrigated only 4,000 acres in the previous year (1902-3), the increase in 1903-4 being due to the improvements made in the old Mu canal, assisted by propitious rainfall. The irrigated lands lie almost entirely in the Shwebo subdivision and the Tabayin township.
The only two large fisheries are the Bandiba and the Kyauksaung in the Irrawaddy.
Shwebo is included in the Mu Forest division, which also comprises Sagaing and a part of Katha. The forests are confined to the north and north-west, and are of two kinds, teak and cutch. In the former, padauk (Pterocarpus indicus) and in (Dipterocarpus tulerculatus) are also found to some extent. The Yabin and Kanbalu Reserves are the only ones in the District. In the former the planting of teak, to the extent of a square mile, has been carried out successfully. In the latter experiments have been tried with sandal-wood seed, which germinated well, though the young plants have suffered from the attacks of insects and rodents. The area of 'reserved' forests is 595 square miles, of which 10 square miles are cutch, and the rest teak, with a sprinkling of padauk and indaing. The area of the 'unclassed' forests is 2,107 square miles; and it has been proposed to convert 83 square miles of these into a cutch Reserve, though the final settlement has not yet been completed. The chief minor forest products are thitsi (resin oil), cutch, and bamboos, all of which are abundant. Five Chinese firms are engaged in the cutch trade, and their business is brisk. The forest revenue in 1903-4 was nearly a lakh and a half.
Coal was worked from 1892 to 1903 by the Burma Coal Mines Company at Letkokpin, 6 miles from Kabwet on the Irrawaddy, by